Is marijuana kosher for Pessah?

* By SHEERA CLAIRE FRENKEL

Every Sunday school stu-
dent knows Pessah for its ban
on food that rises, but a grow-
ing number of Jews are asking
whether the holiday also pre-
cludes them from getting
high.

Hemp has increasingly been
spotted on the list of kitrivot,
or legumes, that Ashkenazi
Jews abstain from eating dur-
ing Pessah, according to sev-
eral influential rabbinical
Web sites, including
kashrut.com. But not evdry-
one agrees that hemp quali-
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fles for the ban, and the
debate has led many to ques-
tion the definition of kitniy-
ot.

While hemp isn't a kitchen
staple for most people, hemp
oil can be found in a
number of hygiene |
products and in some
alternative baked %8
goods. But it's
hemp's more noto- %
rious cousin, com-
monly known as mar- =
jjuana, that has set the sparks
flying. As debate over the kit-
niyot tradition has gathered
steam among rabbinic circles,
many are leoking at hemp as
a case in point of why the
practice of abstention needs
to be reexamined.

The ban on Kitniyot during
Pessah began because rabbis
were concerned that certain
legumes would come into
contact with the grains for-
bidden during the holiday.
Farmers often grew wheat and
rice in adjacent fields, and
families frequently stored all
of their grains and legumes in
the same containers. The kit-
niyot tradition only applies to
Jews of Ashkenazi descent,
since Sephardic Jewry never
adopted the practice.

Of the dozen rabbis whom
The Jerusalem Post questioned
on this issue, none offered a
conclusive statement about
how hemp should be classi-
fled for Pessah. As Rabbi
Daniel Kohn of Bat
Ayin explained, the
issue ultimately boils
down to an indi-
: vidual decision
* by each rabbi about
whether hemp seeds

themselves could
be considered edible. If a
rabbi decides that the seeds
are edible, then hemp - and,
by extension, marijuana -
would not be considered per-
missible for Pessah.

Israel’s Green Leaf Party
{“Aleh Yarok") said it was not
taking any chances. Follow-
ing an inguiry by the Post, a
spokeswoman for the party
said the group was sending
cut an e-mail to members
warning them about hemp's
possible kashrut problems.

“We are warning our people
not to eat anything with
hemp products if they follow
the practice of kitniyot on
Pessah,” said party spokes-
woman Michelle Levine. "We
are considering announcing a
ban on everything containing

hemp just to be on the safe
side. We are going with the
rabbis on this. People should
remove all cannabis -and
hemp from their homes.”

Levine sald one of the
party’s main arguments for
cannabis legalization was bib-
lical references to it

“We would like to ask peo-
ple... if it's listed as not kosher
‘for Pessah,’ [doesn’t] that
mean It must be kosher the
rest of the year?” said Levine,

Hemp's tricky Pessah status
has caused the first marital
rift for Daniel and Sarah, who
recently moved to Jerusalem
from Chicago. The newly-
weds, who asked not to use
thelir last name, sald they had
just finished their Pessah
cleaning when a friend asked
them if he could buy the rest
of their marijuana.

“We just had no idea what
he meant. It turns out he was
buying it from a lot of his
observant friends so that they
wouldn't have it in the house,
[like] Iammetz,” said Sarah,
“We aren't habitual users, but
we certainly smoke in ow
house, and we really aren’t
sure what our pipe may hawve
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